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The South’s No. 1 Problem 


The newspapers gave good coverage to 
the struggle in Congress recently during 
which a bloc of Senators prevented the 
now famous poll tax repeal bill from be- 
coming a law. The papers in some areas 
in the South suppressed news on this 
but for the most part our readers should 
have been well informed on this fight 
through regular news sources. We have 
not, therefore, given space to the con- 
troversy in our reports to you of signifi- 
cant trends. 

Now that it is over, however, our lis- 
tening posts have brought to light some 
facts that have not been told in the press 
and which we feel are of lasting impor- 
tance. 

The Southern Senators and opponents, 
who think they have the question licked 
for another twenty-five years, are all 
wrong. The real fight has not begun yet! 
We have been reliably informed that the 
left-wingers in Washington and the 
communists, who are counting much on 
the negro issue as fertile ground for the 
cultivation of seeds of violence and class 
strife, are delighted with the undemoc- 
ratic behavior of the Southern Senate 
bloc, in its manoeuvring of the issue so 
that it never had a chance to be con- 
sidered in terms of normal, democratic 
processes. 

It is true that the bill as it stood would 
never have been accepted by those 
Southern communities where the edu- 
cated, property-owning whites are out- 
numbered by throngs of uneducated and 
often slovenly negroes. In such sections, 
the repeal of the poll tax law would have 
swept the negroes into the position of 
being able practically to vcte the prop- 
erty-owning whites out of existence. 

Perhaps it should be said that not 
enough Northerners realize that sincere 
Southern Christians believe a sudden re- 
peal of the poll tax would be a disastrous 
thing in many places to black and white 
alike. It would open the negroes to the 
manipulation of vicious political in- 
terests who would be quick to capitalize 
on the new flood tide of power they could 
capture, for their own selfish ends, from 
the negroes. 

What many intelligent Christians in 
the South pray for, is a reasonable pro- 
cess of change that would begin now by 
affording greatly increased democratic 
privileges to that negro who is able to 
use them with reasonable civic respon- 
sibility, and to widen these privileges as 
speedily as possible—that is, as rapidly 
as negro civic and community leaders 
could organize and train their people for 
the wider obligations of citizenship. 

Instead of such a program, a poll tax 
repeal bill was pushed upon the Congress 
without any intelligent study of the prob- 
lem in the spirit of democracy. The 
Deep South Senators bustled around and 
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Tuck in Loose Ends 


Every American family must get ready now to adjust itself quickly to many 
unaccustomed things: 

First—While victory is ahead, this war is going to hurt more than most of us 
imagine. Casualty lists are going to be much heavier than we expect. In a couple 
of months we will likely find out that they are heavier now in Africa than we 
think. America was somewhat stunned recently when the War Department at 
last told the whole story of Pearl Harbor. Many guessed the facts, but now we 
all know that Pearl Harbor was a severe defeat and a great disaster. America 
is winning battles now but it is hurting far more than we know. We are too 
accustomed to hearing that “American casualties were light”. When we have 
really come to grips with the enemy it isn’t going to be that way. What happened 
in some of those half-hour naval battles in the Solomons should give us an idea. 
Both Germany and Japan will rise to unprecedented heights of savagery before 
they go down. We must steel ourselves for severe losses. We must realize fully 
that it will take that to win this kind of war. 

Second—Shortages are now on the way. Milk and butter are going to be scarce 
in many areas. Meat, canned goods, fuel oil, eggs, and other daily necessities are 
rapidly being used up far beyond our stores. Our whole transportation system is 
nearer a breakdown—or nearer drastic action to save it—than we suspect. Ra- 
tioned travel will come quickly now unless the public stays home when travel 
isn’t necessary. A forced savings plan, in addition to that victory tax we're al- 
ready worrying about, is now definitely being designed in Washington. The 
government war financing plan is not working well and several things will have 
to be done. They will all affect us and our pocketbooks. 

These things are being said to you here and in the pages of the daily press. 
We just wanted to do the service to our readers of saying “They’re not kidding. 
It is real. Tuck in all your loose ends tightly.” 


Church Schools Hard Hit 


Another thing, which we have spoken of before, is now drawing close. There 
is great danger that scores of Christian colleges are going to fold up within a 
few months. The only way many of them will survive is by the government’s 
using them for military training bases of various kinds. 

Those are the lucky ones. The rest, left to their own resources, and with the 
eighteen and nineteen year old draft coming in, will have their foundations cut 
away from under them. The high taxes leave very few places for harried money- 
raising presidents of these denominational schools to turn to for “maintenance 
funds” that formerly made up deficits. Such maintenance funds in the past have 
kept the schools limping along but doing magnificently one of the most important 
jobs in the cultural life of America. 

Does it mean that from now on we'll no longer have young leaders coming up 
with the deep quiet strength of Christian character on which to build their lives> 
A surprising percentage of America’s best leadership is the product of denomina- 
tional schools. It will be an irreparable loss to the spiritual and cultural life of 
America if those many brave little colleges go under. 


Unions Work Toward Union 


That long predicted move toward a congealing of labor unionism into one united 
body of power is at last under way. The CIO and AFofL have taken the first 
important steps in this direction. Joint committees have been organized in co- 
operation with the government labor boards. It is hard to overemphasize the 
far-reaching importance of this trend. It is the first time in the history of Ameri- 
can Labor that such steps have been taken. We began forecasting it to our 
readers early last spring. By another spring it may well be an overwhelming 
factor in our political life. 


Three Points 


Between the Lines is not anti-Catholic. We have a good many liberal-minded 
young Catholic subscribers who have expressed their appreciation for this informa- 
tion service. Because of this, we have tried very hard not to report anything 
that could be interpreted as prejudiced or unfair to the Catholic Church. We 
very frequently report things that reflect critically against Protestant churches 
and if we are to serve adequately the need an information service is designed to 
fill, we cannot overlook important developments that involve the Catholic Church 
and its policies as an institution. 

There are three points of special importance that the well-informed Christian 
layman should know: 

1. Gambling among the young has become a great social problem. The wide- 
spread playing of bingo is believed by social scientists to be one of the chief 
causes of the increase of gambling on the part of our youth. Officials in many 
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Letter from India 


We want to share with you an excerpt from a remarkable mis- 
sionary letter made available to us through the kindness of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society. It is from Rev. and 
Mrs. Philip Geary, of India, and provides a vivid, rich picture 
of a missionary’s daily task in war-clouded India. Part of its 
interest lies in its aloofness from the war: 

“We are well and safe...the community in which we are living 
is moving along as slowly and peacefully as ever! That does 
not mean that the things you have been reading in your papers 
are untrue or even exaggerated. It simply means that there are 
few Congress workers in our town and no large student institu- 
tions. Let me quote one or two items from today’s local news- 
paper, however, to give you an idea what has gone on elsewhere; 
one headline reads: ‘Mobs machine-gunned from air in five 
places.’ In his speech in the Central Legislature yesterday, Sir 
Sultan Ahmed gave the following description of the ferocity of 
mob tactics in the killing of two Air Force officers. He said: 
‘These two young officers were traveling as ordinary passengers 
in a train and were not on duty in connection with the dis- 
turbances. Their train was attacked by an angry mob and stones 
were hurled at the windows of the carriage in which the two 
officers were traveling. Attempts were made to pacify the mob 
but in vain. Finally the officers left their carriage and stepped 
to the platform. They were both set upon immediately and 
hacked to death in a most brutal way!’ 

“Editorials in native papers are calling upon the Allied Nations, 
especially America and China, to intervene and settle the ‘Indian 
Deadlock’ and we are wondering if any such course will be 
pursued. Conditions are critical here and this tragedy is 
especially appalling in view of the general world confusion and 
chaos. 

“We took a camping tour through a number of Santal villages 
and in one large village we found the entire male population 
absent! They had gone off in search of a ‘Witch Finder.’ The 
common belief among the Santals is that a woman witch in the 
village is the cause of sickness. The men go to a witch finder, 
who reveals the identity of the witch in the village. When the 
‘witch’ is discovered she is either fined, beaten or killed. In 
one village two old women were killed recently under this con- 
demnation. 

“Let me contrast this superstition with another superstition 
of rather recent origin. Non-Christians are dealing with the 
matter of sickness in a new way. This new technique has grown 
out of the respect the non-Christian has for the Christian and 
his Holy Book. In one village when a non-Christian is ill he 
sends to the home of a Christian and asks for a little of their 
cooked rice believing that if he eats the Christian’s food, he will 
recover from his sickness. As a sort of double cure, or guaran- 
tee, he also asks for a copy of the Bible, and placing it under 
his pillow, rests assured that health and strength is on the way. 
I’m sure that the pastor does not encourage such belief or prac- 
tice among the ignorant, but the illustration does prove that 
true Christians are looked upon as folk in touch with God! 
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“We were able to push on into some new territory and it was 
a new experience for us to realize that we were facing a group 
of people who had never heard the great message although it 
had been sounded forth these 1900 years. There must be many, 
many such villages in India and in other parts of the world, 
but this was the first one we had seen, and it was a solemn 
experience. 

“In another village folks of all ages had gathered at the house 
of the only Christian man in the community. The long veranda 
was filled with listeners when suddenly the shout of a man 
boomed out with the cry of ‘Hati Hati’. This meant but one 
thing—elephants. Those creatures are nocturnal visitors in that 
part of the country and make their forages into the rice fields 
in search of new tender plants. All the men grabbed torch, bow 
and arrow, and charged the invader. The folks were running 
in all directions, the bark of the dogs was pitched to a frenzied 
wail, the children began to cry in earnest—and so our meeting 
ended! We had tried our best but this time the elephant upset 
the apple cart. 

“Results are not immediately visible. In my brief observation 
of the work here it seems that those who are becoming Chris- 
tians are those who have been influenced by the Christ-like way 
of living of a father or mother or relative. The non-Christian 
does not come to a quick decision when he listens to the evange- 
list, but if he is able to see the evanglist’s message come to life 
in a relative, or friends, then indeed he is moved to believe. 

“By way of contrast, let me picture some other religious ac- 
tivity. A snow peak in the Himalayas is named for Siva, one 
of the trinity of the Hindu gods, and a famous temple there is 
a sacred shrine. To reach the shrine means a long arduous 
journey on foot. Hundreds of people, holy men who have re- 
nounced all worldly things, rich men, young men, old women 
and old men, some of whom come from great distances, make 
this pilgrimage. The glacier at the snow mountain gives rise 
to one of the sources of the Ganges River and needless to say 
the temperature of the water at the shrine is nearly freezing. 
Nevertheless, young and old will either bathe in the rushing 
cold stream or else pour bowls of water over themselves. Here 
is a brief description of one of the worshippers at the shrine: 
‘What frantic zeal in the temple! Men and women throw them- 
selves with mad passion over the rough surface of the stone 
block of the god Kedarnath, which is about three feet high. 
Some kiss it, some embrace it with the whole body, some cry, 
some chant verses from the sacred books. The whole dark at- 
mosphere of the chamber was charged with warm sincere devo- 
tion—it was deep sincerity, blind passionate love of a god.’ It 
is an easy thing to criticize these folk and their idol worship, 
and yet we ought to ask ourselves in self-examination about the 
sincerity and fervency of our devotion to Him who is the 
‘express image of the Father’. 

“Rapid transport throughout the field will be impossible this 
year because no petrol is available. Are you folks at home still 
getting something like ten or fifteen gallons a month? In one 
section of our field the government has called in all bicycles and 
prohibited the use of any such vehicle. That means we must 
walk or, if we are lucky, get a special pass!” 





